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“Unity is strength…when there is 
teamwork and collaboration 
wonderful things can be achieved.” 
Mattie J.T. Stepanek 

 
GREAT INSTRUCTION 
 
Whew, we blink and another week 
goes by!  Every week is filled with 
great instruction. The (GIFT) Great 
Instruction the First Time is evident 
on our campus and there is evidence 
of PLC cultures due to grade level 
planning.  I could literally highlight 
every grade or multiple teachers 
because of the fantastic instruction 
they consistently deliver.  Our three 
Signature Practices (Close 
Reading/RIRA, Think-Alouds & 
Academic Conversations) are visible 
during classroom visits.  These 
practices support the linguistic needs 
of our students.  Thank you for 
keeping the expectations high for 
yourselves and for our academic 
scholars.   
 

 
SPECIAL EDUCATION (X-RSP)  
 
When I think of excellent teaching, 
one particular class comes to mind.  
Our X-RSP class (Mrs. Jennings, Mrs. 
Payne, and Mrs. Carrasco) are 
amazing!  They have created a 
culture of high expectations for 
behavior and academics.  When 
working with high need students, 
many factors come into play.  
Students have academic struggles, 
social-emotional needs, and many of 
our students are learning skills we 
take for granted.  These ladies are 
patient, loving, kind, but most 
importantly expect greatness of 
themselves and the kids.  Systems 
are put in place for life skills, PBIS 
supports, academics, and overall 
success.  If you get a chance, you 
must swing by and see the culture 
created in Mrs. Jennings class.  It is a 
positive learning environment and 
our students are so fortunate to have 
such a committed group of teachers!  
 

 

 
HISTORY DAY 
Mrs. Alvarez, our librarian and Mrs. 
Hernandez, our reading specialist 
prepared three teams to compete in  
the History Day event at TCOE.  They 
are competing as we speak.  They 
are such team players and are always 
willing to provide our students with 
opportunities that go above and 
beyond the classroom.   Thank you 
ladies! 

Principal’s Note 
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Learning 

Director’s Note 

Walking Club – Session 2 
 
Last Tuesday we started our 
second session of our Golden 
Valley Walking Club!  A new 
group of 3rd grade students 
was recruited and they will 
walk every Monday and 
Tuesday during their morning 
and lunch recess.  The 
students will benefit from a 
monthly health presentation 
provided by Family Healthcare 
Network.  Tuesday’s 
presentation was an 
introduction to Walking Club 
and students also learned the 
benefits of proper nutrition and 
eating foods from the five food 
groups.  Thank you Diana 
Moncada and Irma Valdez for 
leading our Walking Club! 
 

 

 

5th Grade Parent Night  

Last night our awesome 5th 
grade team provided a great 
parent night.  Our parents went 
away with strategies to help 
their children practice 
multiplication and addition facts 
using fun games.  Thank you 
Mary Lou Villagomez, Javier 
Hurtado, and Jaymar Bitanga 
for planning this fun, 
educational night and for taking 
time out of your evening to be 
here for our students. 

 

Productive PLCs 

Wednesday morning I spent 
time doing ELPAC calibration 
with our 2nd grade team.  We 
had excellent discussion 
regarding scoring this very 
important test.  Later that 
morning I sat with our fourth 
grade team as they hand 
scored their Informational Text 
IAB and analyzed their data.  
Our teachers’ professionalism 
and hard work is evident in 
everything they do!  Thank you 
Golden Valley team! 

Norma 

 

Coaching 

Chronicles 
ELPAC 
 
In preparation for ELPAC, the first 
grade team worked together on 
Wednesday to calibrate how to 
score the different sections.  The 
teachers discussed the 
justifications of the scoring 
process and developed a good 
understanding of how to score 
each section. Thank you first 
grade team for your contributions 
and participation.  Great Job!  
 
 
IABs 
 

Grades 3-5 are currently hand 
scoring a portion of the 
informative IAB. They used 
student exemplars to help them 
calibrate their scoring. They will 
follow up by analyzing the 
assessment as a grade level and 
use the data to plan ahead. 
 
 

- Helen 
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Located in New London, 
Connecticut, U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy is the smallest of the 
five federal service academies. 
The academy provides education 
to future Coast Guard officers in 
one of eight major fields of study. 
Unlike the other service 
academies, admission to the 
academy does not require a 
congressional nomination. 
Students are officers-in-training 
and are referred to as cadets. 
Tuition for cadets is fully funded 
by the Coast Guard in exchange 
for an obligation of five years 
active duty service upon 
graduation. This obligation 
increases if the cadet chooses to 
go to flight school or graduate 
school. Approximately 250 cadets 
enter the academy each summer 
with about 200 cadets 
graduating. Graduates are 
commissioned as ensigns. The 
academic program grants a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
one of eight majors, with a 
curriculum that grades cadets’ 
performance upon a holistic 
education of academics, physical 
fitness, character and leadership. 
Cadets are required to adhere to 
the academy’s “Honor Concept,” 
“Who lives here reveres honor,, 
honors duty.” which is 

emblazoned in the halls of the 
academy’s entrance.  
https://www.youniversitytv.com/colleg
e/u-s-coast-guard-academy/ 

 

Forensic science technicians 
reconstruct crime scenes by 
carefully studying information 
gathered by investigators and 
conducting scientific tests on 
physical evidence. For example, 
lab technicians may look at 
photographs of blood splatter 
patterns and conduct ballistics 
tests on bullets found at the crime 
scene to determine the direction 
from which a shot was fired. 

Forensic science technicians who 
work in laboratories use chemicals 
and laboratory equipment such as 
microscopes when analyzing 
evidence. They also use computer 
databases to examine fingerprints, 
DNA, and other evidence collected 
at crime scenes in order to match 
them to people and things that 
have already been identified. Most 
forensic science technicians who 
perform laboratory analysis 
specialize in a specific type of 
evidence analysis, such as DNA or 
ballistics. 

All forensic science technicians 
prepare written reports that detail 
their findings and investigative 
methods. They must be able to 
explain their reports 
to lawyers, detectives, and other 
law enforcement officials. In 
addition, they may be called to 
testify in court about their findings 
and methods. 

https://www.youniversitytv.com/career
-video/forensic-scientist/ 
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